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January 5, 2025 

Dear Executive Director Thornsbury,  

      According to YRCAA Administrative Code Part A, Section 2.13, I have missed the 
deadline for submitting written comments for the YRCAA Board of Directors meeting on 
Thursday.  I can still submit these comments in writing at the meeting. But I do not want to 
ambush the board, so I am sending my comments to you ahead of time for distribution to 
the board at your discretion.  

Thank you. 

Jean Mendoza 

 

Comments: 

1. Chairman Devaney may have violated YRCAA Administrative Code Part A last month 
when he voted to recommend Dr. Jones for Board Position 3. The minutes for the December 
2024 YRCAA Board Meeting state: 

 

YRCAA Administrative Code Part A states: 

 

 

2. The election of the YRCAA Board Chair is supposed to take place in January of each year. 
I do not see this item on the January 2025 agenda. This creates a minor problem since the 
YRCAA Board of Directors cannot take action that is not on the agenda. 
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3. The YRCAA Board of Directors may have acted improperly last month when the board 
voted to recommend Dr. Jones for Board Position 3. According to the December minutes: 

 

According to YRCAA Administrative Code Part A: 

 

And  

 

 

4. I notified Chair Devaney of this problem by email on December 14, 2024. Mr. Devaney 
has not responded to my email. Here is the relevant section of YRCAA Administrative Code 
Part A: 



3 
 

 

     I do not see that the Executive Director has reviewed the issue, or prepared 
recommendations, or placed the item on the agenda for the January 2025 board meeting. 

 

5. I suggest that the “Analysis” provided for selection of the Board Position 2 unnecessarily 
muddies the waters. Pursuant to YRCAA Administrative Code Part A, Section 1.1.2 (i) the 
YRCAA Board of Directors has the power to “adopt and amend its rules and regulations.” 

     The YRCAA Board of Directors has provided clarification in part 1.3 that says: 

 

     In addition,  
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In addition, WAC 173-400-220 requires that a majority of the YRCAA Board Members 
represent the public. An elected official is presumed to represent the public. The YRCAA 
Board has likely been out of compliance since the most recent elections when Mr. Trevino 
ceased to be Mayor of Granger.  

 

WAC 173-400-220 

Requirements for board members. 

(1) Public interest. A majority of the members of any ecology or authority board shall 
represent the public interest. A majority of the members of such boards, shall not derive 
any significant portion of their income from persons subject to enforcement orders 
pursuant to the state and federal clean air acts. An elected public official and the board 
shall be presumed to represent the public interest. In the event that a member derives a 
significant portion of his/her income from persons subject to enforcement orders, he/she 
shall delegate sole responsibility for administration of any part of the program which 
involves these persons to an assistant. 

(2) Disclosure. Each member of any ecology or authority board shall adequately disclose 
any potential conflict of interest in any matter prior to any action or consideration thereon, 
and the member shall remove themselves from participation as a board member in any 
action or voting on such matter. 

(3) Define significant income. For the purposes of this section, "significant portion of 
income" shall mean twenty percent of gross personal income for a calendar year. In the 
case of a retired person, "significant portion of income" shall mean fifty percent of income 
in the form of pension or retirement benefits from a single source other than Social 
Security. Income derived from employment with local or state government shall not be 
considered in the determination of "significant portion of income." 

 

 


